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to live in brackish water, and it is commonly found in
creeks and rivers near the sea." This water mammal,
according to him, does not care for deep water, but prefers
shallow, along the banks of rivers or off flat coasts where
there is abundance of grass and seaweed. Even those
that frequent the seacoast from time to time return to the
mouths of rivers and fresh water. They live chiefly on
grass 7 or 8 inches long, and of a narrow blade, which
grows in the sea in many places, in creeks, and in great
tidal estuaries. But although the manati always frequents
shallow water it is careful not to get stranded, and never
actually comes ashore. Its flesh is white, both the fat and
the lean, "and extraordinarily sweet, wholesome meat".
The tail of a young cow is most esteemed; but if old, both
head and tail are very tough. "A sucking calf is most
delicate meat." This was commonly roasted whole by the
buccaneers, to whom also the skin of the manati was of
great use, for it was cut into strips and used for the leather
fittings of their ships and boats; while from the thick skin
of the old bulls were made terrible whips. Whilst this
hide was still fresh it was twisted into thongs which in
a few weeks became as hard as wood.

As to the birds of Yucatan, they were of immense
variety, and are really very well described by Dampier,
who must have been a singularly observant man. He
refers to the humming-birds, "no bigger than a great
over-grown wasp, with black bills like small needles";
the many kinds of pigeons; the splendid curassows, the
male of which is black, with a curled crest; the guans,
somewhat smaller; the black, bald-headed turkey-buz-
zards, and the whitish-buff, black-winged King vulture,
with its blue, red, and orange head and neck. Also to
the starling-like icterids, with large, Roman-nose beaks,